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Paderewski even had an interview with Lloyd George.
The two men knew each other, having met in London a
few years earlier at luncheon at 10, Downing Street, when
Asquith was Prime Minister. Nevertheless Paderewski
noticed in Lloyd George a changed attitude towards Poland.
But before long the British Premier must have come again
under the spell of Paderewski, and his antagonism towards
Poland began to melt away. Although the heads of the
Supreme Council could not commit themselves, there was
little doubt that they were willing to help Paderewski,
and that Lloyd George became more sympathetic about
Poland than he had ever been before.
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Thus the important men of the Conference were won
over. Once the atmosphere surrounding the name of
Poland had been changed, there was more hope of success.
Paris would have to think kindly of the name of Poland,
which no longer must evoke memories of a clever man,
admired by many, but liked by few.
The French Foreign Minister, Pichon, gave a dinner for
Paderewski. This was one of the first occasions which
was to tighten the bonds between the Conference and
Poland. A speech at a dinner with most of the important
delegates present would have to be more than just a polite
answer to a toast or to a political declaration. Paderewski
never prepared speeches in writing. He hated being tied
down; but similarly he disliked improvising at an important
occasion. He would think out carefully what he was going
to say ; he would foresee the climaxes of his speech ; he
would build up beforehand certain sentences or expressions
which he sometimes even learned by heart; little was left
to chance. On this occasion, after his first few words, the
guests realized there was a new note in the speaker's words.
The Polish Premier hardly spoke of politics or of Poland,
as everyone had expected that he would ; he spoke instead